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STRIKES AND THE PUBLIC 
N 1663 a reporter for the CHICAGO TRIBUNE called on William H. Vanderbilt 
mara * the proposed discontinuance of a fast mail train to Chicago over 
New York Central Railroad. Vanderbilt had explained that the train 
didn't pay. The reporter asked, “Are you working for the public or for your 
?" "The public be damned! I'm working for my stockholders," was 
the reply. This statement became famous as the attitude of big corporations 
toward the public interest and resulted in many laws and regulations for 
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We are now living in a new era and conditions have changed greatly since 


the eighties. The privileged classes at the present time are not the stock- 
e holders of railroads and the owners of corporation bonds, but the members of 
organized labor. 


There is no question of the fact that labor at first was at a great 
iisadvantage in dealing with big business and it was proper for government to 
guarantee to labor an opportunity to meet industry on an even footing. Un- 


Fort tely, the Wagner Act not only did this but gave labor many special 
rivileges which have made the labor-management conferences entirely one- 
ided. Labor leaders, like the leaders of industry in the eighties, have be- 
ome arbitrary dictators with no regard for the public interest. They have 

failed to realize what all history teaches - that privilege arises through 
ervice and perishes through abuse. 


The charts on pages 182 to 188 in this report show the fluctuations of 


employment in manufacturing industries in 93 metropolitan areas. These charts 
start in 1937 and are complete through March of 1946, the last figures avail- 
able at this time. They show the effect of the General Motors strike which 
started on November 21, 1945, with the men returning to work on March 26, 
1946, and the effect of the steel strike which started on January 21, 1946, 
and ended on February 15. The soft coal strike did not start until April l, 
: this is not reflected in any way in the figures. Neither is the railroad 
trike which started on May 23. 


[The paralyzing effect of these strikes on manufacturing activity in 
«€ many cities is indicated by the precipitous drops in employment. 





tarded many months and inflation pressures have 
kes. Labor leaders like John L. Lewis may be able 
(cont. on page 178) 
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(cont. from page 177) 
under existing laws to force a slightly larger proportion of the national 
income into the pockets of their own constituents, but the standards of living 
of labor in the United States over the long period can be increased only 
by increasing the physical output of goods. 


If labor trouble continues at the rate of the last six months, pay rolls 
will drop to the point where demand will be reduced and many shortages which 
seem quite acute at the present time may almost disappear, as demand is pri- 
marily determined by the relationship of buying power to price level. Each 
additional wage increase brings higher prices unless it is accompanied by an 
increase in output per man hour. This is so fundamental that it is quite 
startling that the economic illiteracy of the statement that wages could be 
increased without an increase in prices in the automobile industry was not ap- 
parent months before it was disavowed by Secretary Wallace. (This disavowal 
came after the strike had been settled.) 


It seems probable that labor troubles in the second six months will not 
be so severe as they have been in the first half of the year and that manufac- 
turing employment should be relatively high during the balance of 1946. 


In discussing manufacturing employment it must always be kept in mind 
that in the average city before the war only from one-fifth to one-half of the 
employment was “manufacturing employment." On the other hand, manufacturing 
employment is the most vulnerable of all types of employment due to labor dif- 
ficulties and as it shrinks in many cities nonmanufacturing employment de- 
creases, because of the reduced buying power of the employees of large indus- 
trial concerns. Of the 93 cities and areas charted, 39 in March had less man- 
ufactvring employment than they had in 1937. These 39 cities and areas, with 
the percentage below their 1937 employment, are shown in the following table: 


Bites Met. Diet. .ccccvcescvss SG .G0 Lowell] Met. DAet.  .cccccsees 9.6% 
Be tewee Met. Dist. ..ckcscncces 12.3 Lynn, Massachusetts ......... 33.4 
ee 45 a ee a 41.5 
Cambridge, Massachusetts ...... 6.0 Newark, New Jersey .......... l4.4 
eS ) « es New Bedford, Massachusetts .. 20.5 
Columbus Met. Dist. ....... ese 45.0 New York-New Jersey Met. Dist. 1.2 
BpGree Wet. DIG.  cccccccccces 24.8 Oakland, California ......... 46.9 
Duluth Met. Dist. ............ 22.8 Paterson, New Jersey ........ 2.5 
me BU PGs BARE. .cmececeees 27.9 Pittsburgh Met. Dist. ...... 7.0 
Brie Met. Dist. .vvsccss e+seec 25.9 Providence Met. Dist. ...... 12.8 
Evansville Met. Dist. ........ 20.4 Reading Met. Dist. ....... a 26.3 
Fall River, Massachusetts ..... 20.8 Salt Lake City Met. Dist. .. 51.8 
Fort Wayne Met. Dist. ......6.6 40.0 San Diego Met. Dist. ....... 18.9 
Se ES o.7T Scranton Met. Dist. ........ Lie 
Grand Rapids Met. Dist. cceeeae Sew 2ecome Met. Dist. «iesceecse+ 10.9 
Marttora Met. Dist. ..cceesse. 2.0 SOMGGO Met. DAG. caus csasas 13.2 
Jacksonville Met. Dist. ...... 31.6 Trenton Met. Dist. ...eeceece 13.8 
Jersey City, New Jersey ....... 14.3 Worcester Met. Dist. ....... a0..FT 
Kansas City Met. Dist. ..... , 3.8 Youngstown Met. Dist. ...... 16.1 
Knoxville Met. Dist. Sceseee L035 
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THE PRESENT LUMBER SITUATION 


HE chart opposite shows the fluctuations since 1919 for the wholesale 
iE of’ lumber and the supply and demand for it. The wholesale price of 

lumber is charted on a monthly basis, total stocks of lumber on a quarter- 
ly basis, consumption on a quarterly basis from 1940 to the present, and pro- 
duction on a monthly basis from 1938 to the present. 


Wholesale lumber prices rose rapidly from 1915 until 1920, reaching the 
peak about the middle of the year and collapsing in the depression of 1920 and 
1921. There was relatively little change in lumber prices from 1921 through 
1929, the period of the big building boom of the twenties. These prices fell 
Sharply during the big depression of the thirties and by 1939 were back to 
approximately the level of the later part of the twenties. The war demand for 
lumber, however, with increasing labor costs forced lumber prices higher each 
year during the war, with the possibility that they will go still higher in 
the period ahead. If freight rates increase, and it seems that they must to 
take care of the wage increase given to the trainmen,this will cause a further 
rise in lumber prices. 


The lumber prices shown on the chart are legal prices as we do not know 
of any way in which a reliable index can be prepared at the present time on 
black market prices. We know that a very large percentage of lumber during 
the first six months of 1946 has gone through illegal channels. On Southern 
pine some estimates would run as high as 50 to 60 per cent. Black market 
prices on lumber will run from one-third to one-half higher than legal prices. 


The red figures on the chart show the consumption and exports of lumber 
on an average monthly basis. The blue line rather close to the red line on 
the chart shows the average monthly production and imports of lumber, also 
charted on a monthly basis. 


The war insofar as lumber was concerned was fought out of inventory. It 
will be noticed that stocks of lumber at’ the mill have been declining since 
1938 and total stocks (these include the stocks in retail yards ) have been de- 
clining since 1941. At the present time we have less than two months' supply 
of lumber in inventory and this includes the lumber at the mill, in transit, 


at distributing points and in retail yards. This condition will show little 
improvement during the balance of 1946 and probably relatively little during 
1947. It will be a major factor in limiting the speed at which we can relieve 


the present housing shortage. 


Following are factors which will make a fairly large volume of residen- 
tial building possible during 1946. 


1. The war demand for lumber is over which means that the amounts 
which were formerly channeled into military uses have been greatly 
shrunken. 


2. The limitations on the construction or alteration of all types 
of building, exclusive of residential, will increase the number of 
board feet available for building houses. 


3. Subsidies will increase the supply of some types of lumber by a 
small amount. 





isi 























1\OOoO 


igo 37 = 


INDE x 


















































































































































aia FOP ~-— — a 
NATIONAL AVERAGE 
800 ———- =e” GEFEN GEES 205° tn Ga - 
| ea ’ | | 
600 +— : t — 
| 
500 + oe | 
wW ‘F. | 
- ef ig | 
400 % < Le ++ 
a | J 
300}— x re — tT . 
= : - oe? } 
a w : 3 
2 | 
$ ; oa | | 
200 —+— oor an a . — 
. 175 e | 
y of - os ig 4 | 
150 < 
100 & 4 LY 
NE ral ze 4 a 
80 - ce - i VES + — 
ite ec oF 
ee i ae | | 
tds a4| | vial 
60 Tre | ' ioe 
| 
1937 1940 1945 1950 
1000 1000 sa aaa 
soot ERIE, PA. soo: EVANSVILLE, IND. 
600 600 
500 500 
400 400r- 
300 300 
200 200 
150 150 
100 100 
80 60 
60 60 
1937 1940 1945 1950 1937 1940 1945 1950 
1000 —_—__—_—__—— 1000 
soot KANSAS CITY, MO. soot KNOXVILLE, TENN. 
600 600 Ti 
500 500 
400 400 
300 300 
200 200 
15 150 
! 100 
80 
60 


1937 





1940 1945 


1950 





1937 


1940 1945 1950 


1000; 


600 


-AKRON, OHIO 





600 
500 


a 





400 


300 


SE Oe ee 
| 
| 
hen 





200 


REE R ERM SI 
+ + + + + + + + 


pj + jj} _t = 


_ 


| 




















150 


a 








100 
80 


—+— +--+ 





| 





60 





+ 








| 


| 
| 
itt 





' 
1000 
800 
600 
500 


400 


300 


200 


150 


100 
80 


60 


| 
1000 


soot FALL RIVER, MASS 


600 
500 


400 


300 


200 


150 


100 


80 


60 


1937 


200 


150 


100 
80 


60 


937 1940 


CHICAGO 





3 


HA 


1940 1945 


937 


1940 1017 


LONG B 
. 


{ 


1937 


1940 





+—+ odhrstieonrhstiesdeonil 
plea eee ae SR ae ee 
1945 


iLL. 


1945 


|) 





1950 







1950 





1950 


1000 
CH,CALIF] , 


1950 











200 








150 





100 
80 





60 























1937 
1000 


soo: CINCIN 


6 
500 


1940 













4 


300 


200 


150 


100 
80 


1937 1940 
1000 : 


soo-P LINT, 


600 
500 
400 


300 


200 


150 


1937 
‘.. 


6 
500 


400 


3 


200 


1940 


1937 





182 


_——~- 











A 





— N.Y. 











— 





= ee’ 











+--+ —4-+ 












































137 1940 





CINCINNATI,OH 


+—_—_+—__+—_ 

















+H 


1950 






10 















































937 1940 1945 1950 
> =e - | 
FLINT, MICH. 7 
—, pa 

| 23 | 

= s T 
titi i tt 

| | } 

| | 

Rall 
























CLIT 





[ 


+——+——_+—__+—_+4 











CY 





937 1940 1945 


1950 








LO 





| 


1940 


1937 1945 


S ANGELES, CALIF] 


1950 


1000 
600 














ATLANTA, GA. 


600 
500 


400 


30 


200 


150 


100 
60 


60 


1937 


1940 1945 1950 


100 
60 


CLEVELAND, OHIO 


60 
so 


40 


30 


20 


15 


100 





1937 1940 1945 


FORT WAYNE, IND. 


1950 
1000 


600 


600 
500 


400 


300 


200 


150 


100 


60 





1937 1940 1945 1950 


: LOUISVILLE, KY. 


oo 












80 


60 
500 


400 


3 


20 


150 


1945 1950 


1940 


1937 


1000 













BALTIMORE, MD. 


q 


800 


600 
50 


400 


300 


200 


150 


100 
80 
60 


1937 1940 1945 


EC OLUMBUS, OHIO 


600 
500 


1950 


400 


300 


200 


150 


100 
80 
60 

1937 1940 


1945 1950 


FORT WORTH, TEX. 

H : 
45 | | 4 
TI 


| 
‘4-4 
| | 
| 


1000 
600 
600 
500 
400 


300} 






20 


150 





100 


1937 1940 1945 1950 


soo LOWELL, MASS. 
; Be: 
500 


400 


300 


| | 
| 
20 7 oe 
| } 


1937 


1940 1945 1950 


-LUCTUATIONS OF EMPLOYMENT IN MANUFAC TUE 


COPYRIGHT ROY WENZ 

















1000 1000 
sool| BIRMINGHAM, ALA.J 400 
600 600 
500 500 
400 400 
300 300 
200 20 
150 15¢ 
100 10q 
80 
60 6d 
1937 1940 1945 1950 
1000 10o¢ 
sooi DALLAS, TEX. 80 
600 60 
500 50 
400 40 
300 30 
200 20 
150 is 
100 10 
60 
60 6 
1937 1940 1945 1950 
16000-——_——_—_——_"_"— a 100 
soo GARY, IND. ee 
= 1 1 ' 
600 = EE 600d 
500 at 50d 
400}++4 40 
300 30 
200 20¢ 
150 150 
100 100 
60 é 6¢ 
1937 1940 1945 1950 
1000 1004 
soot LYNN, MASS. sod 
600 60¢ 
$00 50 
400 40 
300 300 
2 204d 
150 15¢ 
10 104 
6 80 
6 60 


1950 


1937 


1940 ' 





——- 





183 


37 














1000 


600 


400 


300 


60 


600 
$00 


400 


300 


100 
80 


1000 


500 
400 


300 


150 


60 


1000 


600 
$00 


400 


300 


1590 


100 
80 


60 


500;- 


200} 


150 


60} 


200 


200| 


- 


4 


r+ 


s 
1937 


| 
Z 
= 
b— 


= 
| 
| 


| 
| 


1937 


1937 


1937 


1940 


1940 


1940 


1940 


“BOSTON, MASS. 


800} 


1945 


1000 r-—— 
soo. DAYTON, OHIO 
- 


1945 


soo GRAND RAPIDS, 
soo) MICH. 


1945 


soo. MEMPHIS, TENN. 


1945 


~ 1945 












1950 


1950 


1950 


1950 


1000 


scoot BRIDGEPORT, CON 


600 
500 







400 


300 


200 


150 


100 


80 


60 


1937 ey 1945 1950 
1000 
soot DENVER, COLO. 
600 ia & 
500 L 


400 


300 


200 


150 


100 
80 
60 

1937 1940 


1945 1950 


.e) 
soot HARTFORD, CONN. 


600 
500 


400 


300 


200 


150 


100 


60 


1937 


1940 


1945 


MIAMI, FLA. 


1950 
1000 


800 


600 
$00 


400 


300 


200 


150 


100 
80 


60 





1937 1940 1945 1950 



















1000 


BUFFALO,N.Y. 


800 


600 
500 


400 


300 


200 


150 


100 
8 


60 


1937 
1000 


soop DES MOINES, IOWA 


1940 1945 1950 







6 
500 


300 


200 


150 


100 
80 


60 


1937 1940 1945 


000 
soot HOUSTON, TEX. 


600}—++— 4 
500 


1950 
I 


400 


300 


200 


150 


100 


60 

1937 1940 1945 1950 
1000 
soo: MILWAUKEE, WISC. 
600 


500 
400 


300 


200 


150 


100 


60 


1937 1940 1945 1950 


URING INDUSTRIES IN 93 METROPOLITAN AREA: 


NZLICK & Ce. 


1000 
800 


CAMBRIDGE, MA; 


600 
500 


400 


300 


200 


150 


100 
80 


60 





1937 


1940 1945 
1000 — 


soot DETROIT, MICH 


600 
500 


400 






. 
+- 

1T 

3 


200 


150 


100 
80 


60 


1937 1940 1945 


1000 | 
soot INDIANAPOLIS, I! 


600 ai 


500 ‘a ee ae G 


400 : “ | 


300 


200 


150 


100 


60 
1937 1940 1945 
1000 ) 
soot MINNEAPOLIS,M! 


ST. PAUL, MINNe 
600 as 


500 
400 


300 


200 


150 


100 
80 


60 


1937 


1940 1945 








184 















































































































































































































































































































































































































EAS 
. 
a= aE ap 1000r-— 1000 fe) 1000 
—4 
= MASS. | soo CAMDEN, ON. PY ail 800 CANTON, OHIO wall CHATTANOOGA, 600 
— —_—a- 2 - 7: a a fe ome - T T = 
+ Ty 600}—-++ i sea l +++ 600 an im wee TENN. ait 
t+] 500-4 +--+ +++ +++ _ peed | & = | 7 1 = 500 
| | | 
400-r 7 1 | + + + +—_r—_+ + ——++ 4 400+ T a — + +4 ‘i — 400 
; | fj : 4 
300}-+—+—_}_+-+_+_+++++++4+ 300}+-++~ t ++ 300 
| | | | | | 
| | | |eee | | | | | | 
260th mine 2a See. } 4 7 Ss 
g i Nv | | | 167 oe 
1 50-—+ vai % +—+—_+—+—j 150 +++ tv 150 
100 ee } ! : 100 ys : 100 
80) pe 4 t + —}—_— ae 4 a = 80 4 | = aed 80 
| } } | | | | } 
60--+-+-+ + -4-++4 60} ' +- 60 
TPP TT ttt tre anne COO : 
1937 1940 1945 1950 1937 1940 1945 1950 1937 1940 1945 1950 
1000, - - 1000 $$ 1000 1000 
soo, DULUTH, /MINN, 1 ELIZABETH, N. ry EL PASO, TEX. 
= 800 800 , 800 
T T a 
600}++—++- | = 2 is doe Se We tae Gee ame ae Ml 600 
5001 ~ +4 + ++++ 500 500 500 
400}—+—_+_+_+ 1 1 1 = am + | 400 400 400 
aaa ee _| 300 300 300 
\ | | | 
200}+—_+—} 4 ‘4 +++t—+ 200 200 200 
P| t | 
1$0)—+—1__4 1 1 + +- 150 150 150 
| 
1 TT = 100 100 100 
| ) 80 80 80 
“ea im i 60 60 60 
4 . . - = See eS = stoma ‘ " " = = 
1945 1950 1937 1940 1945 1950 1937 1940 1945 1950 1937 1940 1945 1950 
% 1000; _ 1000-— ———_—— . (000,.—$<$@<<—$ $< —_  —  —__— 1000 
LIS, IND. soo JACKSONVILLE, .FLA] sec JERSEY CITY, N. J. . J soo. KANSAS ‘CITY, KAN see 
io eo el — CLI BEX EG 4 
SA cod A coo FEET TTT 00 ; +00 
J hanch + J eee oS = | 4 — 500 | t +——4-_4__4_d 500 500 
ee es eS an 400} | | a 1 4 ff | 400 | 1346 400 
| | | | | | | | 
= "od 228 | | | | - | | 300 300 
TT 300} ____t + | : TH 7 rT — err 4 
1Q \ } | 
—i—1 2001-14-14 1 rt tq 200,44 4 fF -4 44-44-44 +4 4 200 200 
| | | | | | | | 
fond isop 4 1 4 \, |_| ssol-}4 Aeiiahe | Lcdhiotionth 150 150 
‘ | | | | | | | : | 
} 10 m4 4 100 }-wtaot ann 1 | r 100 100 
——+— ¢+— + - 4 4 ~~ —4- + | au T 4 + —- + 4 ——— — 7 —7 
60+—++ | t ++ 60 + + 4 v 60 6 
2a mt ee = oo oe SESSA B! t = " 
1945 — 1950 1937 940 1945 1950 1937 1940 1945 1950 1937 1940 945 1950 
| 000/— 1000 1000 1000 
LIS, MINN. Tee TENN. 1] ,..(NEW BEDFORD,MASS, ,,,| NEWARK, N. J. ne 
— MINN _ T T T T oom b— + T | T 4 
TT me oo we A | ve oe | | i= 600} ime fi | } {ff | | hod 600 600 
——_+ — 500+ + + + | + —— - 41 =o Scaal 500 rT 44-4 4—4__4 4 4 sd 500 500 
| | 
——+ - 06) ..4.4...4 4.4 hod + j—j—414 400) 111 1 1) + 4 $+ 400 400 
| | | | 
x 300d 300 ++ +++ +4 +++ ++} 174 = 300 300 
| | | | | | | | | | 
~Y + 200-—++ to = = } 4 __§__}___) 4 200}- ee ee ee eee ae 200 200 
| | | | | 
3 | a a oo a es 1401) | +—+—4 IsolL4 a +} + 150 150 
aa | met MN | | 
3 | | | 
i : 100 YE : ; ah 100} i 100 100 
— T + —- —~ 80-——+—_}—_+_++ | ee | 4$—4—4+-—+—_+—_+—+44 80 CMM 60 80 
cH is a ee | + +—} | 4 } rj ° Trt —= + LL 60 60 
SSaegrae SS SSR ISS eS a 2 eee 
1945 1950 1937 1940 1945 1950 1937 1940 1937 1940 19.45 1950 





185 














1000 


























FLUCTUATIONS OF EMPLOY! 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































—__—__——, 1 1000, —— ] (000, 7 1000 
soot NE W HAVEN, CONN. 1 goo} (NEW ORLEANS. LA. {| sooNEW YORK AND | sof NORFOLK, VA. 
Pro | TT egtN-E.NEW JERSEY jj, 
eo f ia ie @00| + t+ 600 ELIZABETH, N.J. 
$00 T > Su Sn Gan Se ee ee t+ -++++++-] 50% «=: JERSEY CITY, N.J. 500 
| | ae Oe Se. Oe NEWARK,N. J. : 
—j—f_}_4 +} | _} _4 + $4 4+-4+-+-+4 400} 400 
400} | | t 400 t | PATERSON, N. J. 
300 +4 } hin +—4 300 ae -\ foment 14 soo. YONKERS, N.Y. ] 300 
200 t—{ 200 iq + + 200\—_—, TTT TTT ——_F 
150} 4} tet 1 BO if | | a 2 ——] 1s0—+—_+—_— | rai law +—+— 150 
| Vg tee 
lool m 100} \ a = a 1001 1 Hesse SSeS HSE \ | | 
ae BEM en ' | 
80 + 4 680; ee BE | , Tor TTT BOY +++ +e es ne) cee Sa Wa ea 
| | | | | | 
Df _ — + 
60+ + +-4- + +--+ 60} +——+. $-—4-- 4-—4--+-—_+- +—~+ 60 —__+_— +44 + -+—+ 
> a Se ee ee oe Lacal a ee mae l LI | [ | a oe oe | L 
1937 1940 1945 1950 1937 1940 1945 1960 1937 1940 1945 195 ~=«1937 1940 1945 
(600. ]'000/ ] | | 
soot PORTLAND, ORE. | 9oo PROVIDENCE, R.1. | goo} READING, PA. RICHMOND, VA 
oo — 7 —| FALL RIVER ,MASS. 4 
a T 
coo} 1 ssa cool NEW BEDFORD MASS, | ¢0 
500}—+ i ttt 8° tt) tT 
40o0}—+ be + 4+— t + + + 
300} +++ att 
| | | is 
200} +++ + 1 poh pt 
iso} + tt 1 |_| 
0 | | 
DO 100 eet ae 
= \ fe | 
k 80 t ee T 1 
roy | 
ROC) “CC rr 
") 1937 +1940 1945 1950 1937. +1940. 1945 1950 1937 1940 
0 1000 — — 1000 —_—. 1000 
soot SCRANTON, PA. soot SEATTLE, WASH. | eoot SOMERVILLE, MASS. 
x T | T T T t T T T T T T T T a oa, _ ae a T 
- 600} iz £ Ci f fi EE ++—+-4 @00}—4 $j} 4 jt ++ et 600}+ Se Ok Sb ia a t-—4—-+ ft jt 
0 500-4 +—+—+—-+ | +++ +4 soo}—+ tt +++} 500}+ ss tt 4 
Z 400 ~ t —— | + t t T t 400} + —t + TT] + ae 4a00}—+ cccRGGRED SS 
| | | - | | 
—  300}-+4+++4—+ +++ tt Beachmere 300} t AT h ie a 300 }—}_} tt 
| | | } | | 3 | | 
| . | } ; | ft 5 | | 
= | ne ; | | | 
200}+-+ t-—++-+ ++ ++-+-+—+- -+—| 200} + + fee + +4 200 +—+ 
gS | | | i | | | 
150 tos +++ 1| + | 4—+—4  180}-+—+_+_-+ fn 4 +—+ 150 
2 La \ | 
| } | | E | | | | 
100 So 100 Yor = | 7 1 t 100 
80 } +—+— 60}++—+-+ + + r tot 80) 
| | | | | 
60 1 T | 60} ‘ I TT? +tt 60 Bene teUSEEEE| 
1950 «t@37~SCAOSS~S~S~ AS 1960 1937 (940 1045 1940 
1000 - aS ces <TC YY a 1000 
800 soot UTICA, N.Y soot WASHINGTON, D. Cc. 1 \ WICHITA, 
— 1 —— _ ——_ 
i | J 28 Sn Gon Gn Gt Oe Ee Ge ee ts an : 
600 + —+—+— esd OE An 2 2 +4 eoo}—_|- a Tr + 600 KAN 
| | | } | | 
500 | ee ee 500} i {4 4 fj jf PERCE REES = 
400 = Pt 40of t t t ase Se eee eee eee os 400 
3oo} + +-+-4-4 jl 300} } + +++} _}__}_1_1+ 300}+—+_+_++-_++_+_+_+_+-+_+ + ++ 300 
| 2/6 
200++-_+-+ = + + 200} - + 4+—+--+4-_+—_+—+ 266.) .- as — 200 
| 
1 50}-+--+—+4 -+ rt 150 Aa —+—+-_+ +1 
| 
100} 4 100 a ~ =F 
80} + Sepa 80+ — 
| | | | | 
“- t + 4 + + + + 1 f + +—— 6O}t ++ —+—-¢-—-+ - 4 oo 
oa Ses a a a, ee a | = ae a ae oe ER ae | Ss eS - oe se 6 ie Ce ae Se ee ee ee ee 
1937 1940 1945 19301837 a0 nam om 1950 i937 1@40 1945 1950 1937 1940 1945 
186 


187 








-OYMENT IN MANU 


COPYRIGHT 
oof OAK LAND, CALIF. 


K, VA. 


800 


600 
500 


400 


300 


200 


150 


100 
80 










60 t-+—++ 


1945 1950 1937 1940 1950 


1000 


ROCHESTER, N.Y. 


800 


600 
500 


400 


300 


80 


60 





» IND. SPOKANE, WASH. 


800 


600 
500 
400 


300 


200 


150 


60 


60 





1945 \ 1937 1940 I 


scoLWILMINGTON, DEL. 


60 
500 
400 


300 


200 


100 
80 


60 





1950 1937 


ROY WENZLICK & CO. 


FACTURING INDUSTRIES IN 9 


is4S5 
soot OMAHA, NEBR. 


600 
500 


400 


~ 





































sot OKLAHOMA CITY, 
OKLA. 










PATERS 


600 
500 


400 


4/8 


300 300 


200 20 


! 
80 


60 60 


1937 1940 


1000 


soot SAINT LOUIS, MO. 


600 
500 


400 


1000 


SAINT PAUL, MINN. 


500 


300 


200 


150 150 


100 
80 





1000 
800 


1000 
SPRINGFIELD, MASSj.s 


60 
$0 
40 


SYRACUSE, N.Y. 


600 


400 


300 30 


200 2 


150 


100 
60 


60 


T-WORCESTER, MASS. 3 
mi 


1000 
800 





1000 
800 


-YONKERS,.N.Y. 


600 { 
500 + 
400 





600 


























400 








300 






































200 











150 



































—+—+-—4- +4 +4 +. J 


es oe ee 
1945 


oe 4 


1950 





METROPOLITAN AREAS 


1000 
sof PEORIA, ILL. ; 


T * 
600}—+—+— im r 





PHILADELPHIA, PA. PITTSBURGH, PA. 



































f+ +} 80 
| 





60 



































‘a i | 4 
1945 193 1950 1937 
1000 


KE CITY. SAN ANTONIO, TEX. ] ooo SAN DIEGO, CALIF. SAN FRANCISCO, 
AH 


CALIF. 


r OAKLAND, CALIF. 


eee 355 


TAMPA, FLA. TOLEDO, OHIO TRENTON,N.J. 


TOWN,OHIO 











BUILDING MATERIAL PRICES 


HE chart below shows building material prices as reported by the Bureau of 

Labor Statistics of the U. S. Department of Labor from 1939 to the pres- 

ent. All figures are expressed as percentages of the 1926 average. These 
figures are computed from wholesale quotations in many parts of the country. 


Right after the war started in September 1939 the wholesale prices of 
building materials started rising. This rise stopped in 1940 until the second 
half of the year and was then resumed. Each year has seen the figures creep a 
little bit higher, with a series of more rapid increases beginning in 1946. 


These figures, however, are not entirely indicative of what has actually 
happened to retail building material costs. For one thing, they do not take 
into consideration black market operations, and black market sales, particu- 


larly of lumber, have grown to tremendous proportions. 
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